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WMC’S KALGOORLIE NICKEL SMELTER, SULFUR FUMES INVESTIGATION 

385. Hon GIZ WATSON to the minister representing the Minister for State Development: 
In an article published on page 1 of the Kalgoorlie Miner on 18 September 1996, entitled “Fumes effect workers: 
claim”, the Department of Minerals and Energy is reported to have been investigating complaints from workers 
alleging that they had been gassed by sulfur fumes during the start-up of the acid recovery plant at WMC’s 
Kalgoorlie nickel smelter. 

(1) Will the minister confirm that the Department of Minerals and Energy completed an investigation into 
the alleged gassing of workers during the start-up of the acid plant at the Kalgoorlie nickel smelter? 

(2) If yes to (1), will the minister table the department’s investigation report and documents? 

(3) If no to (2), why not? 

(4) Can the minister confirm that the elevated sulfur dioxide levels affecting workers in the control room of 
the acid plant were caused by interruption to the plant’s electricity supply resulting in the plant’s control 
system being tripped? 

(5) Can the minister confirm that the plant’s control system was tripped on 23 July 1996, the date of the 
acid plant start-up? 

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 
I inquire of Hon Giz Watson: was she told I had the answer today? 

Hon Giz Watson:  You told me yourself, minister. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I am pleased about that!  I wanted to apologise because when I read through the answer, 
I realised that I had it yesterday as well. 

(1) The department responded to a complaint on 3 September 1996, and further inquiries were pursued on 
26 September 1996 and 10 October 1996.  On 4 December 1996, further issues associated with the 
emissions at the Kalgoorlie nickel smelter were drawn to the attention of the registered manager. 

(2) I have copies of reports by inspectors in the mine record book with me, which I will table. 

(3) Not applicable. 

(4)-(5) No. 

[See paper 466.]  
 


